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Upcoming Events
The Barber of Seville
Friday, April 1, 7:30pm
Sunday, April 3, 2:00pm
Performing Arts Center
San Luis Obispo

The Met:Live in HD
Performing Arts Center

San Luis Obispo

(see insert for date & times)

Children’s Opera
Summer Camp

July 18 through July 29
9:00am - 3:00pm;Monday - Friday
United Methodist Church
San Luis Obispo

MISSION STATEMENT

Opera San Luis Obispo is a

professional company committed
to enhancing cultural life by
producing excellent performances
that entertain and inspire our
audience.

o

Opera San Luis Obispo i
committed to four primary goals:
producing operas of the highest
artistic quality; bringing operato a
diverse audience of local residents
and visitors; providing educationa
opportunities for youth; and
ensuring sound fiscal managemen
through audience development
and fund raising.
Opera San Luis Obispo is a proudl
member of Arts Obispo, California
Arts Council, California Alliance fo
Arts Education and Opera Americal

Stay Connected!

We know it can seem like forever
in between newsletters. Sign up
for regular email updates at
operaslo@sbcglobal.net
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Experiencing “The Met:Live in HD” simulcast
presentations have recently opened up inspired question
from novices and experienced opera-goers begging fo
even moreinformation about our magical process. And
there will always be those who ask “what makes this
opera so worthy of seeing — or seeing again” (if they'v|
seen ous from a prior ear, or elsevhere).

The Barber of Sevillas a masterpiece of both comedic timing/pacing and ip

its style. A durability of 195 years is evidence alone that, ‘enjoyable apd

funny’ can be just that. Finding and exploiting the best features of eve
component that goes inb any opera puzzle is the goal.€Y, like chess pieces,
each time it is plaed, it comes out diferently, despite arrival at the same
conclusion. Why?

Great meals start with basic ingredients available at the market. With the

unique qualities of each singer comes the ariety. Combine two, three, bur
singers: you get a different blend every time, from the same chef and frg
among several chefs, yet without changing the essential intentions.

The singer “ingredient” is discovered through an audition process. Auditio
happen all year long, each artistic director making her/his own appraisal
the singer’s bnal qualities, accuracy skill at “communicating” though the
performance inerview, and by making an assessment of the innat sound
being correct for the composer’s musical setting.

Having a vision that will help ‘bring out the best’ requires the teamwork
Attistic Director, Conducbr and Stage Direatr. Then the Stage Diredr
conspires to find the timeless meanings behind the story through th
composer’s chosen séting of that story. Bending and shaping, the Conduact
and Stage Director mold ideas presented by the singer-artist into a cohes
unit, using a pallé of devices © acconpany: the sceney, lighting and
costuming, along with appropriate hair styles to match and clever make
to make perfection of characterization, all designed by specialists in tho
areas.

Choosing the rightéam membes falls to the Atistic Director, soméimes in
consultation with the Conduatr and Stage Direatr, also chosen ly him.
Players of similar skill-level are key for a smooth-functioning orchestra.
must come to rehearsal fully practiced in advance so that the two-week “g
site” period can hope to succeed. This means that months of advan
preparation is made by each individual, sometimes a year or more!
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continued on the next page
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Phone 805.541.5369
Fax 805.541.5384
operaslo@sbcglobal.net
www.operaslo.org

Board of Directors

Officers
Duejean Garrett
President

Suzan Boatman
Vice President

Mark Harasym
Treasurer

Marcy Irving
Secretary

Directors

Jayne Cohen
Steve Cohen
Patty Dee

John Frey
Melissa Mertogul
Jerry Vest

Staff

Robert Ashens
Artistic Director
robertashens@sbcglobal.net

Sharon Dobson
Executive Director
operaslo@sbcglobal.net

Christine Eagleson
Artistic Associate

Katelyn Holliday
Event Planning/Public Relations

Mary Kaney Holliday
CommunicationsDirector

Patrick Sadler
Social Media

Jessica Schultze
Webmaster

Rouvaishyana
Chorus Director
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Recipe for Successontinued from the front page

There is other advance preparation that requires comment: 1. The treasury must
able to sustain the needs. At OperaSLO, we are fortunate to have much talent
many areas, providing MORE than the value in dollars. Having the advance sup

of patrons allows us to know what we can responsibly reach toward and pay for

informed by a treasurer who must consider how our money is received, handl¢
invested, and a timeline for making income/expenses balance. 2. The Chorus Direc
spends much time in preparing scores for chorus, as well as finding the people
the community who can capably be trained for the demands of each opera sco
being on par with the talent levels of the Principal Artists. They must be charged &
ready (marinaed, if you will!) by first rehearsal with the Conduabr. 3. The ochestra
players must be of a cetain caliber, having the chnical poficiency © play the full
score at first reading. For them to assimilate (in 4 rehearsals) what has taken t
singers nearly a year to prepare is miraculous, often without knowing any other p
but their own. Little known tidbit: in some orchestra pit situations, the players a
unable to ever hear the singers and sometimes each other!

Each performance, a miracle happens, especially with Barber: you witness and ¢
vigorously for a wonderfully fun evening!

A Note from Ron Luchsinger

Stage Director ofThe Barber of Seville

Barber - An opera of sheer fun, full of joyous music mixed with
deliciously fun characters and situations. Our mission is to hon

(as realized by Sterbini’s librettp The story has its roots in
Italian street comedy — the commedia del arte — and all the
visual comedy spectacular singing and irresistible music needtbe on disply.
The story comes from the author’'s own experiences and observations while
living in Spain as a sy for the King of Fance. But it could tale place in ary
period (in our case, early 20th centwy; with colofful sets and costumes). I, it
is an opera, of course, but one meant to delight and entertain the audience. V
want them to applaud the singers, laugh at their anticsand generally have &
good time. We will do everything we can on stage and in the orchestra pit
make this happen. We in thecast and crew all expect to have fun, we want th
audience to have fun as well.

OPERA LOVERS MEET
Upcoming meetings on Wednesdays include May 4, June 1, July 6
All meetings are held at Odd Fellows Hall, 520 Dana Street, San Luis Obispo.
Check website for start times. www.operaloversmeet.org
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the genius of composer Rossini and the playwright Beaumarchai
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OperaSIO Spo tlight

- an informative and interesting look at the people who help make OPERA happ;{

Chorus Director

Rouvaishyana’s job is to conduct chorus rehearsals to ensure that the chorus knows the
music by the time staging rehearsals begin. He also spends time giving short lessons in €
training, chods and harmonic theoy, and musical brm to increase the undestanding of chorus
members. Rouvaishyana has a Bachelors degree in Music, with an emphasis in Theory 3
Composition, and a peformance area in \dcal and Choral music. He has p&rmed in small
opera California companies for over 10 years, coming to OperaSLO back when it was Pacific Repertory O
in 2005 (Tosca), then becoming our Chorus Diremt in early 2009 (Madama Buterfly). Somehing of a
Renaissance man, he has a unique day job as Manager of the Morro Bay Museum of Natural History—uni
because it is the only such Museum in the California State Park system.

Orchestra Member
Jerty Bods has sewed as principal trunpet of the San luis Obispo Symhony since 1978. A

Youth Synphony, the Reninsula Synphony and at Humboldt Sta¢ Synphony. He peformed
with the Mozart Festival Theophilus Brass Quintet for more than 15 years and current
performs with the Cuesta Master Chorale, the Santa Maria Philharmonic and the Burnishe
Brass Quartet. Jerry is a long-time member of the OperaSLO orchestra. The challenge of working with sin
and the complexity that brings to the repertoire requires an added dimension of focus and concentratio
Jerry’s favorite opera conposer is \érdi!

Board Member and Teasurer

Mark Harasym was born and raised in northeastern Pennsylvania, his interest in theater was
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native of San Luis Obispo, Jerry began his orchestra career performing with the Califorpia
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inspired by his family’s frequent trips to New York City and Philadelphiad see plays, musicals,
and operas. After college, he worked on the east coast until he met his wife, a Californ
native. He and his wife (who graduated from Cal Poly) vacationed frequently in San Luis Obis
and realized theg wanted to call the county home. Thefinally made the mae in 2007. Maik is
a founding patner at Gray & Harasym, a CR firm specializing in all aspects of tax planning and
preparation. His reasons for joining Opera San Luis Obispo center around his interest in fostering the gro
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of art and culture on the central coast. “I joined OperaSLO because | believe in its vision. | think a vibrant

cultural scene in San Luis Obispo is important and OperaSLO helps to achieve this. By producing high-qu
operas for the central coast, OperaSLO both entertains and educates the public.”

Keep Opera Alive!

Patrons

Diane and Joseph Brocato Your friendship and support arthe heart

OperaSLO’s 25th Anniversary

Season is an opportunity to and soul of OperaSLO, and essential to

acknowledge individuals whose our continued growth and success.
¢ ‘ generosity has been vital to
achlevmg this milestone. We are pleased to ex- Please let us know you want to continue to
tend our deepest gratitude to Diane and Joseph

Brocato for their years of leadership and support. Keep Opera Alive by contributing your services

or monetary donations to OperaSLO. Thank you!
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SAN LUIS OBISPO

P.O. Bx 14760
SAN LUIS OBISPO, CA 93406

NON PROFIT ORG
U.S.POSAGE RAID
SAN LUIS OBISPO, CA
93401
PERMIT NO 69

The Barber of Seville

Sung in Italian with English supertitles

Friday, April 1, 2011, 7:30pm
Sunday, April 3, 2011, 2:00pm
Performing Ats Cener

San Luis Obispo

Tickets starting at $25

Groups (10+): 20% discount
Students/Children: 50% discount
Tickets on sale now!

For tickets www pacslo.org 805.756.2787
Toll-free 888.233.2787 (CA only) TY. 805.756.6170




